


Discussion Guide for Book Clubs & Educators


Introduction to Racial Equity 

1. How have Black neighborhoods been treated by White Americans 
throughout American history?  To probe further, ask about their treatment 
during the following time periods: Slavery, Between 1865-1909, Between 
1910-1999, 2000-present


2. How does the stigmatizing language regarding Black neighborhoods or 
the “discursive redlining” affect how Black neighborhoods are treated?


3. Why is racial equity required in America? 

4. Which one of the key terms (pages 8-14) stood out to you?


Track 1 
The Trump Card 

1. How does racial segregation impact American politics?

2. What is a “whitelash”? 

3. What happens to a community, in terms of crime and violence, when it is 

starved of resources?

4. What is the relationship of hypersegregation to hyperpolicing?

5. What are the factors that lead to urban uprisings in America in Black 

neighborhoods?




Track 2 
This is America 

1. What are Three American Whitelashes?

2. African Americans were subjected to the Seven Great Displacements 

throughout American history.  What are the Seven Great Displacements?

3. What was the impact of white supremacist violence and White 

Redemption on Black neighborhoods during the First America Whitelash?

4. How did Black Freedom Movements strike back?

5. At the same time Black people were gaining civil rights from 1950 through 

the 1970s, what was happening to Black neighborhoods?

6. How is the Third American Whitelash connected with the events of 

January 6, 2021 (when a large mob of Trump supporters stormed the 
Capitol building attempting to stop Congress from affirming Joe Biden as 
the winner of the 2020 election)?


Track 3 
The “Negro Invasion” 

1. What is the “Negro Invasion”?

2. What were the three justifications White Baltimoreans gave for racial 

zoning ordinances in the 1910s?

3. What role did Baltimore’s mayors play a role in establishing and 

maintaining Baltimore Apartheid? 

4. What role did the Baltimore Sun play in supporting and maintaining urban 

apartheid in the city?

5. What role did officials with the Baltimore City Health Department play in 

supporting urban apartheid?

6. What role did White clergy and religious institutions play in supporting 

Baltimore Apartheid?

7. What role did the United State government play in helping to solidify 

Baltimore Apartheid?

8. How did the Housing Authority of Baltimore City contribute to racial 

segregation in the city?

9. Describe the scope of Baltimore City’s serial forced displacement with 

respect to Black neighborhoods.

10. How did Baltimore County contribute to a racially segregated 

metropolitan area?  




Track 4 
Ongoing Historical Trauma 

1. How does Lakota scholar Maria Yellow Horse Brave Heart define 
historical trauma?


2. Why did desegregation fail? 

3. How does Dr. Brown define “segrenomics”—a term coined by Noliwe 

Rooks?

4. How does hypersegregation affect redlined Black neighborhoods today?

5. How does hyperpolicing affect redlined Black neighborhoods today?

6. Describe how economic destruction and wealth extraction impact 

redlined Black neighborhoods in Baltimore City.

7. How does the removal of resources and repeated uprootings affect 

redlined Black neighborhoods in Baltimore City today?

8. What are the five stages of publicly subsidized gentrification?

9. What are the three tiers of organizational actors in Baltimore and how do 

they affect the economic agenda of the city?


Track 5 
Black Neighborhood Destruction 

1. While Black people were gaining Civil Rights in the 1960s and 1970s, 
what was happening to Black neighborhoods?


2. How do each of the following factors lead to Black Neighborhood 
Destruction?

• Root shock

• Internal colonization

• Resource apartheid

• Toxic lead exposure

• Housing precarity 

• Racism-based traumatic stress

• Homicides

• Urban uprisings 


3. How do you interpret the Ecosocial Model of Black Neighborhood 
Destruction?  [Note: this is on p. 173 in book, also see next page]


4. How does Black Neighborhood Destruction impact the health of 
communities?


5. What does the story of Lucille Gorham reveal about the impacts of Black 
Neighborhood Destruction in the lives of Black people in America?  




Track 6 
Make Black Neighborhoods Matter 

1. Black neighborhoods have received far less resources than White 
neighborhoods for decades.  If a mayor makes the decision in a given city 
to finally allocate resources equally between neighborhoods, would this 
constitute racial equity?  Why or why not?


2. How does racial equity work to help redlined Black neighborhoods heal 
from ongoing historical trauma according to page 183?


3. How can racial equity be fostered in: 

• Public education?

• Community economic development?

• Housing and ending homelessness?

• Public health?

• Public transit?

• Public works?

• Tax policy?




4. What are the three wars that White America has waged on Black 
communities that racial equity seeks to heal?


5. Page 181 depicts the Community Health Garden model.  How does this 
model depict the factors the contribute to community health and well-
being?


6. What do policymakers and public officials need to do in YOUR city to 
make Black neighborhoods matter (re


Track 6 
Healing the Black Butterfly 

1. In the 1910s, the inception of racial segregation was described as “radical 
and far reaching” by the New York Times Magazine.  Uprooting a Black 
community was described as a “radical measure” by the Baltimore 
Municipal Journal.  Based on this, what kind of solutions are needed 
today to address urban apartheid?


2. Explain how each of the following can help heal the Black Butterfly:

• A $3 Billion Racial Equity Social Impact Bond

• Fund Freedom Budgets and Black Neighborhood Reparations

• Create the Baltimore Peacebuilding Authority

• Desegregate the City and the Suburbs

• Strengthen the Baltimore Office of Equity and Civil Rights

• Bolster Community Wealth Building and Cooperative Enterprises

• Finance Racial Equity Efforts with Funds from the 1977 Community 

Reinvestment Act

• Center Black Planning Principles in Redlined Black Neighborhoods


3. Dr. Brown arrives at a figure of $41 billion that’s needed to make Black 
neighborhoods matter in Baltimore City.  What is your reaction to this 
figure and his reasoning behind it?


Track 7 
Outro: Organize! 

1. Democrats are in charge of many large urban areas.  How should 
organizers and activists address the Democratic Party given the urban 
history discussed throughout the book?


2. What obligation does the Democratic Party have in terms of dismantling 
urban apartheid in America?




3. Why is "Afrofuturistic ecological thinking” needed according to The Black 
Butterfly?


4. How does the Student Nonviolent Coordinating Committee (SNCC) serve 
as an example of the kind of organizing and activism needed today?


5. Describe the Ella Baker model of organizing.  Which model of organizing 
do you think is more effective and sustainable for social movements. A or 
B?


A. The group-centered leadership model (best practiced by Ella 
Baker)?


B. Or the messianic/charismatic model of leadership (best practiced 
by Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.)?


